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Atheism was the official religion
of China when Tulsa pastor
John Long was growing up in
the Fujian Province of the
world's most populous nation.

Centuries of Buddhism had
been crushed under the
Communist regime of Mao Tse-
Tung.

Long, a young intellectual, and all his friends, believed the
world was created in a cosmic "accident," and life developed
through Darwinian evolution.
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If anyone was viewed as a
savior, it was Mao himself, Long
said.

Communism was the answer,
and anyone who disagreed was
persecuted.

Long was born in 1966, the year
Mao's decade-long cultural
revolution began.

He was 10 years old when Mao
died, and China began to shift
politically and economically to a
more open society.
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His first exposure to the Bible was in college, while
attending English classes taught by an American
couple (1986-87).

"But it , It was just another
piece of English literature," Long said.
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Bible began
to speak to me
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